
Salutations From Susan

With pint-size bulldozers at the 
ready, 10 members of the intrepid 
Fairplex Child Development Center’s 
junior “construction” crew excitedly 
slammed, dug, pulled and tugged 
their scoops at a corner of the Center’s 
lot. The toddlers and preschoolers, 
adorned in the appropriate safety gear 
(bright yellow hard hats), appeared 
satisfied with a job well done – 
turning over new dirt in anticipation 
of new classrooms.

“That’s a lot of dirt,” said Victor, 4, with eyes that gleamed at the site of the fresh soil and 
hands that couldn’t wait to squish it. “This is great.”

That sentiment was shared by many on January 24, which marked the official launch of 
the public phase of the CDC’s first Capital Campaign, “Creating Leaders for a Brighter Future.” 
Despite heavy rainfall, the event was a huge success and included the announcement of 
the campaign’s in-hand donations of $1.4 million. The overall campaign goal is $2 million 
– funds that will go toward the construction of two new classrooms, expanded learning 
space for 24 new preschool students, dedicated adult learning space and expansion of the 
endowment fund.

Heidi and Dan Hanson of Glendora gave an extraordinary matching gift to the Campaign. 

At the Center’s Annual Auction in September, they committed to donate a dollar to the 
Capital Campaign for every auction dollar raised – a total of $225,000. Mrs. Hanson is the 
chairwoman of the Capital Campaign Cabinet and a long-time supporter of the CDC. The 
couple has a daughter who attends the center.

“We wanted to energize people to give, and they have,” Mrs. Hanson said of her donation. 
“With the silent phase of the campaign being so successful, we’re confident the public phase 
will help us meet our goal.” 

The CDC, in partnership with the University of La Verne, serves 
nearly 200 children ages 8 weeks to 6 years, providing a safe 
and supportive educational environment of the highest quality. 
The demand for the Center’s services, including early childhood 
and parenting education, continues to grow each year. 

“Providing our children with an early education is a 
challenge for any new parent. We all want the best for our 
children and spend countless hours finding just the right 
program,” Mrs. Hanson said. “Fortunately, families in our 
community have an opportunity for quality education 
and care at the Child Development Center at Fairplex.”

To contribute to the CDC Capital Campaign, 
contact Susan Dowler at (909) 865-4205 or email 
dowler@fairplex.com, or visit the website,  
www.cdcleaders.org, to donate online.

Capital Campaign Invests in Creating 
Leaders for a Brighter Future 

P.O. Box 2250
Pomona, CA 91769-2250
fairplex.org

Celebrate with us!  This first issue of the 2008 Foundations at Fairplex newsletters reflects the myriad reasons we have to celebrate an amazing 
2007!  Thanks to very generous individuals, families, corporations and private foundations, $2.4 million was pledged and raised in the past year.  Why 
such a huge increase?  After five years of increasingly successful events, grant applications and annual funds, we reached a milestone in 2007.  We 
launched our first ever Capital Campaign for one of the foundations: the Child Development Center at Fairplex. Put in the larger context of the L.A. 
County Fair: this is the first time in its 86-year history that a capital campaign has been undertaken. Beginning in April 2007, within 9 months we 
were 70% of the way to our $2 million goal.  

Other remarkable support was achieved through three spectacular fund-raising events: Wine & Cars Under the Stars in June, Under the Tuscan 
Sun Premiere Party in early September and the CDC’s Annual Auction and Dinner in late September.  We also hit our stride this year in grants, receiving 
$430,000 for various worthwhile projects and operating expenses.   

Our success has been built on a solid platform of smart, caring people giving their time, treasure and talent.   Many, many passionate volunteers 
and staff have shared the vision of Fairplex as “The World’s Largest Classroom®,” believing that this 543-acre campus is truly a community asset,  and 
finding ways to make our dreams into the reality of  high-quality, award-winning educational programs. 

Donors, corporations and foundations recognize that supporting our educational mission is a wise investment in the future. Support now will also 
ensure that generations to come will experience this unique brand of education.

Thank you for believing in the foundations at Fairplex, for being at the heart of our success in 2007.  Now, more than ever, we need your continued 
financial support of these wonderful educational activities.  With your help, we will meet the very high expectations of 
what we will accomplish in 2008!
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