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Susan Dowler
Director of Development

The Millard Sheets Gallery, with a new executive director, will breathe life into its strategic plan and seek funding to support a new

direction — watch for changes in the months ahead.

Literacy Program
Brings the Joy of

Réuding to Children

and Families

Every night in the Campos household, a ritual takes
place, as it has for the past three years. With dinner over
and the dishes done, faces are washed and teeth are
brushed. Pajamas are quickly donned and the children race
to the sofa. It's their favorite time of the day — story time.

Emily and Robert Campos are strict adherents to the
belief that reading — both being read to and developing a
love of — will only benefit their children’s lives. That's why
they were pleased to see the Fairplex Child Development
Center (CDC) begin its Family Literacy Project.

“Our daughter loves books, so we expect the program
to be very stimulating for her,” said Robert.

One of the most important parental responsibilities
is to help children develop their reading skills,
according to the U.S. Department of Education.

Recognizing the importance of literacy in
children’s academic success, the (DC kicked offits
program in November.

The Family Literacy Project approach
encompasses parents and children using a
four-pronged method, which includes supporting

adults in their own personal educational goals,

educating young children — beginning at the

Selina Flores reads to daughter Isabelle as part

of the “Take Home Backpack” program.

toddler stage — in the area of literacy, educating parents
on topics of child development and sponsoring inter
generational activities.

A $150,000 grant from First 5 LA. has made the
program possible for the first year, but matching funds
will be needed in subsequent years, said Holly Reynolds,
director of children’s services. First 5 L.A. is an organization
created to distribute L.A. County’s Proposition 10 tobacco
tax funds. The grant is to be used specifically for improving
the literacy levels of children and families in our program.
A few parents will be able to address their adult learning
needs through this program.

“What better way to get a child started on the right
foot than by introducing reading and a love of reading, " said
Jan Paulson, (DC board chairwoman.

One of the exciting opportunities available to families is
the “Take Home Backpack” program. The (DC has backpacks
filled with children’s books that a child can take home and
read with their family. Family members record the reading
time and comments on how they enjoyed the stories and
share any thoughts they have about the selection.
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