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Art Gallery
Creates Buzz

The Millard Sheets Gallery has played an important part in art
history, particularly the exhibitions produced by Millard Sheets. An

Painting in the U.S.A., 1721 to 1953, was organized by Millard Sheets ,
director of fine arts exhibit from 1931-1956. The L.A. Times hailed the

exhibit review in the Los Angeles Times of the Gifford and Joann Phillips exhibit as a matchless survey of American painting. The Motherwell,

collection at the UCLA Art
Galleries in 1962 is a perfect
example.

For many years, Gifford
and Joann Phillips were major
art collectors and benefactors
in Southern (alifornia. The
UCLA exhibit highlighted
the progressive focus in the
Phillips’ collection. “We have
always been directed toward
what was going on at the
moment,” Gifford Phillips said
atthe time. The article noted
that the couple began their
collection with a painting by
leading Abstract Expressionist
Robert Motherwell (1915-
1991), Black Still Life, 1950,
which they first saw at a
pathbreaking exhibition

Robert Motherwell, Black Still Life,1950
0Oil on Board, 40”x48"”

collected...[he] speaks an inimitable language,” Phillips said.
The Fair exhibit that inspired the Phillipses to begin collecting,
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Save Thursday, June 22, on your calendars for Summer Solstice, the
annual fundraiser benefiting the Millard Sheets Gallery. A celebration
of art, wine and food that is not to be missed! For more information
contact Wendy Schwartz at (909) 865-4207.

and other works in the show
by artists like Ad Reinhardt
(1913-1967) and Adolph
Gottlieb (1903-1974), were
some of the most avant-
garde art works of their

day. They would soon be
considered masterpieces of
twentieth-century American
art, but at the time, even the
Museum of Modern Art in
New York was slow to collect
such work.

But here in Pomona, at
the L.A. County Fair, Millard
Sheets was open to new
artisticideas. His exhibitions
not only reaffirmed American
cultural heritage and
traditions, but also challenged
viewers' preconceptions, and

atthe LA. County Fairin 1953. “Motherwell was the first painter we encouraged them to see things in new ways. This is a treasured legacy for
the Millard Sheets Gallery.




