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Gerardo carefully arranged some parsley and endive on a gold-rimmed plate, 
fully aware that presentation is just as important as taste when serving a fine 
meal. Pleased with his creation, the dish is sent to the discerning palate of a  
guest at the Sheraton Suites Fairplex. A job well-done for the 17-year-old  
chef-in-training.

“The hands-on work is really educational,” said Gerardo, a hospitality intern at 
the hotel.

Gerardo is one of the first students from Village Academy High School to join 
the new Fairplex Academy, a cooperative between Pomona Unified School District 
and Fairplex. 

Fairplex Academy welcomed its first students in January after many months 
of planning. From the creative minds of PUSD Superintendent Patrick Leier and 
Jim Henwood, president and CEO of Fairplex, Fairplex Academy presents a new 
learning environment, offering students practical experience and professional 
mentoring. The partnership makes it possible for students to move beyond 
the traditional classroom to explore opportunities that include the dream of 
professional certification or a college degree.

“Research has indicated that students – all of us – learn in various ways. 
The traditional approaches often fall short for many of  our students,” said Leier. 
“Simulations, learning by doing, project-based learning, learning in context, 
apprenticeships, internships and mentoring are powerful motivating and 
meaningful educational opportunities.”

High school juniors and seniors enrolled in the San Antonio Regional 

Occupational Program are eligible for Fairplex Academy. Students choose one of 
four career pathways: business & marketing, health services, human services, and 
science & technology. Part of what made PUSD and Fairplex a great union is that 
Fairplex is equipped to offer opportunities in all four areas.

“It’s amazing how many departments at Fairplex fit with the ROP program 
– hospitality, childcare, computers,” said Lona Dequer of academy development 
at PUSD.

To start, students will intern at the Fairplex Child Development Center, 
Cornucopia Foods and the Wally Parks NHRA Motorsports Museum as well as 
the Sheraton. Upon completion, ROP students are eligible for certification and in 
some cases college scholarships.

In the future, Fairplex Academy will expand to include adult education classes 
and utilize Fairplex staff to teach or offer special seminars.

Above: (left to right) student Lucy Salazar, instructor Chef Patrick 
Moysan and Maggy Medina with the Sheraton Suites Fairplex.
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