
With backgrounds in education, marketing and public relations, and business, the latest 
additions to the Fairplex Education Foundation board bring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to “the world’s largest classroom.”

Jill Donahue-Hopson has an impressive background in marketing and public relations 
and business development with medical facilities. Sue Hyland is the owner and chairwoman 
of The Claremont Club and is active in several civic organizations. As superintendent of the 
Claremont Unified School District, Sheralyn Smith oversees the education of more than 
6,300 students. With their combined expertise and dedication, the three will be assets to 
chairwoman Jil Stark, who took the reins last year.

Mrs. Stark looks forward to increasing the awareness of Fairplex’s educational 
opportunities, both during the L.A. County Fair and throughout the year.

“When people think of the Fair, we want them to think of it as ‘a day of learning cleverly 
disguised as fun’, ” she said, quoting the description often used to characterize a trip to the 
Fair. “Because that’s exactly what it is.”

Education is an integral part of Fairplex. One of Mrs. Stark’s goals for this year is to seek the 
financial resources necessary to expand the year-round opportunities Fairplex has to offer.
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New Board Members
Bring Wealth of Experience

Ruth Hersch 
Remembered

The Los Angeles County Fair Association and the Fairplex Child Development Center lost 
a friend January 17, with the passing of Ruth Hersch. She was the first child development 
director at the University of La Verne’s childcare center in 1974 in the Hanawalt House on the 
campus of ULV. In 1977, the university expanded to provide an infant-toddler program at 
the Church of the Brethren. Both programs operated until 1991, when they merged with the 
Fair Association and relocated to the Fairplex facility. Hersch remained active in the program, 
serving on the CDC board until 2000, when she was named honorary board member.  

Hersch and her husband, Paul, were generous supporters of the CDC, including 
participation at the annual fundraising auction held each September during the L.A. 
County Fair. In her memory, the center created the Ruth Hersch Scholarship fund. 
Contributions can be made by contacting Susan Dowler at (909) 865-4205 or  
dowler@fairplex.com.
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